WORDS OF THE MASTER OF THE FIRST VEIL


The duty of the Master of the Second Veil states among other things that one must be in possession of the words, sign, and words of explanation of the First Veil.  The question is then asked, what are they?  The answer forthcoming is “His words are Shem, Ham, and Japheth…….

Who were these three men?

All three were sons of Noah.  Shem was Noah’s firstborn, Ham was the middle son, and Japheth was the third son.

I would like to discuss Shem first.  The name Shem is thought to mean the “appointed one”, “honored one”, “elevated one”, or even “holy one”.  When the flood was over and the water receded, Noah decided to divide the ancient lands, that were now uncovered, between his three sons.  The land given to Shem, as his share, was the choice land in the middle of all the land, which was considered “neither hot nor cold”.  In our understanding of today, we would consider this to be the temperate areas.  This share consisted of twenty-six countries and thirty-three islands.  Shem’s new realm had twenty-six of the world’s seventy-two languages and six of the sixteen international scripts or written languages.  Noah also gave him the Hebrew script of the Torah.  Shem is also attributed with founding the first school. According to the Jewish belief of the time, this school was also a law court in which the divine presence dwelt. 

Next comes Ham, the second son of Noah.  The name Ham is thought to mean “warm or hot”.  Noah gave to Ham the southern regions of the newly uncovered lands and these were the hotter or warmer lands of the regions.  Ham is also associated with the “Curse of Ham” mistakenly.  As the biblical story goes, Noah became drunk and passed out.  He laid naked in his stupor.  The three sons and others were informed of this situation and went to bring Noah home.  Jewish law, at that time, made it a sin to look upon any member of your immediate family in their nakedness.  The brothers and the others approached Noah walking backwards so not to look.  Noah was given a covering and he proceeded to return to his home.  It is said that Ham sneaked a peek and committed the sin that became the “Curse of Ham”.  Biblical scholars say that Ham was not the one who peeked, but it was Ham’s son, Canaan who was one of the others, who peeked and sinned.  This also is the cause of the land named Canaan, after Ham’s son, to be known as an unfriendly and unkind land.

The last son of Noah is Japheth. At this point in the presentation, I would like to insert a clarification.  Japheth is pronounced Ja’-fith.  I checked several sources and they all agreed that this is the correct pronunciation.  We might want to apply this to our work and I now ask the Director of Work to consider this. The word Japheth means “to be beautiful”, “to be fair”, and to some historians it means “spacious”.  This comes from Gen. 9:27 – “May God make wide for Japheth”.  Noah gave Japheth the largest area of land that was located to the north and was considered to be the cold areas of the region. Biblical scholars considered Jepheth to be the most righteous, wisest, and most-important son of Noah. 

As I close this small bit of Masonic Education, I would like to ask a rhetorical question.  Why are these three men included in the Royal Arch ritual?  I checked both the Grand Lodge and the Scottish Rite libraries and could find no information, which would begin to answer this question from a Masonic standpoint.  I surmise that these three men were included because they were the original leaders of the chosen tribes of Israel and rulers of all the lands after the flood.  From them, spring all of the countries, languages, and writings that lead up to the time of the completion of the first Temple, the defeat of the Israelites and destruction of their Temple, and the construction and completion of the second Temple. I raise this point as ”carrot in front of the mule “ for each of you.  Maybe one of you might be interested enough in this question to do your own research that could answer it, and come back to the Chapter with another Masonic Education program for the Companions.

