THREE ANCIENT WORTHIES

Q. :Whom did the first three represent?  

A. :  Jeshua, Haggai, and Zerubbabel, three ancient worthies,……

Who were these three men?  Haggai was one of the twelve minor prophets.  His book and that of Zechariah close the Old Testament.

In 520 B.C., Haggai began his prophecies, of which there are four, and in the last one he told Zerubbabel and Jeshua that the reason for the people’s inadequate harvests, their hunger, thirst, and cold was God’s dissatisfaction with them for neglecting to restore his house of worship.  At that time, Zerubbable was governor of Judea and Jeshua was the High Priest of the same.  Haggai commanded Jeshua and Zerubbabel to build a new temple in Jerusalem.  The work had begun nearly 20 years before but had been halted due to decisions by the Persian Rulers.  But at this time, the Persian King,  Darius I, a friend of the Jewish leaders, allowed the construction to continue.  This work was begun on the 24th day of the Hebrew month of Chrislev, 520 B. C.

Jeshua, along with Zerubbabel, assumed a major leadership role of the rebuilding the Temple.  The Temple was completed five years later in 515 B. C.  In all of my research on these three men, I find that Jeshua and Joshua are the same man.  In all I have read, they were, or he was, the son of Nun.   Therefore, I think that Jeshua and the Joshua who “Fit the battle of Jerico” are one in the same person.

Zerubbabel was probably born in Babylon.  He was highly respected by Haggai.  In fact, Haggai considered him to be the messianic expectation, or the highly awaited King of the Jews.  It is thought by some biblical scholars, that Zerubbabel was executed for thinking that he was to be the King of the Jews.  Neither Jeshua nor Zerrubbabel are mentioned in the biblical accounts of the completion and dedication of the Temple.  Jeshua is mention in other later scripture but Zerrubbabel drops from sight, maybe because he was executed.

Haggai is represented, in Royal Arch Masons, by the Companion Scribe in the Grand Council.

Jeshua is represented, in Royal Arch Masons, by the High Priest in Grand Council.

Zerrubbabel is represented, in Royal Arch Masons, by the Companion King in Grand Council.

There are enough questions, mostly without answers, about these three men and their actions and lives to keep a person digging around in the history and reference books for a long time.  I also suggest that all of you read pages 189 thru 191 in the book “Guide to the Royal Arch Chapter”, the section titled “The Number Three”.  This section will intrigue you and I hope that this section and the small amount of information about the three ancient worthies will stir your interest in the search for Truth and Light and draw you deeper into the inner parts of Royal Arch Masonry.

