THE LORD’S PRAYER IN COLOR

(The portion of this program below printed in red is to be read by the narrator while the candles are being delivered to a table or other repository in the center and at the front of the assembly.)

Today, as we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we want to think about the words of this beautiful prayer that Jesus gave us.  As I read the words, some of our young people, with the help of an adult if needed, will bring forth a variety of candles of different colors.  Each colored candle will help us remember and focus on the words of this prayer we pray so often.  We will recognize the significance of each word and each phrase, and forever more, we will appreciate this wonderful prayer even more.

(As this presentation is made, a tape recorder, record, or other music may be used to play the Lord’s Prayer in the background.  For even a stronger effect dim or turn off the lights and use a small flashlight or piano light for reading.)

1. “Our Father” (white candle; this should be the longest one used to show that God is supreme overall)---This one will represent God, who is light.  How dark the world would be if this light should flicker or go out, but God has promised that he will never leave us alone.

2. “Which Art in Heaven” (blue candle)---The color blue reminds us of the blue heavens above us.  God watches over us from Heaven, but at the same time He is always with us wherever we go.

3. “Hallowed Be Thy Name” (green candle)---Green is the most enduring of all colors.  The cedar and pine trees are green all year long.  Green is everlasting color.  The name of God is everlasting, and it will endure forever.  His name will be spoken and loved forever.  He is Holy, and we must keep His name Holy.

4. “Thy Kingdom Come” (purple candle)---Purple is the royal color.  The decorations of a throne are in this majestic color and so are the robes of a king.  Our God is the King of Kings, and as a king reigns over his subjects, God rules over the whole world.  He wants to be Lord of our Lives.  We must give ourselves to God so that His Kingdom can live in our hearts.

5. “Thy Will Be Done On Earth, As It Is In Heaven” (brown candle)---The color of the earth is brown.  God made the earth and all its many people, so He knows what is best for this world.  We need to let go of our selfishness and let God do His will in everything.

6. “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread” (yellow candle)---When God created the world, He also provided food for us.  This is a prayer for our physical needs and the yellow candle represents the grain from which we make our bread.  We need to bring our specific needs before Him and believe His promises that He will hear and answer.

7. “Forgive Us Our Debts As We Forgive Our Debtors” (silver candle)---The color silver represents the coins we use to pay our debts.  This phrase, however, also refers to spiritual debts and debts against our fellow man.  We need to grant forgiveness to others, that we can receive the forgiveness God has for us.

8. “Lead Us Not Into Temptation” (black candle)---If we yield to temptation, it will lead us into the occasion of sin.  The Bible tells us the wages of sin is death.  We need to pray everyday that God will put His armor of protection around us to fight against temptation.

9. “But Deliver Us From Evil, For Thine Is The Kingdom And The Power And The Glory For Ever And Ever” (red candle)---If we do yield to temptation, God offers deliverance from sin through His Son.  Jesus shed His blood when He died for us on the cross.  Red reminds us of the sacrifice He made so that we could live, if we just believe in Him and accept Him as our Savior.  It also reminds us of the reward to us when we truly do believe and accept Him as our Savior.

10. “Amen” (gold candle)---The definition of Amen is to affirm or to express approval.  We bring up this gold candle to represent God’s divine radiance in our lives and express God’s love for all of us which is as pure as gold.

(At this point, all ten of the candles are to be lighted and to remain burning until the program is complete.)

Now we have all the symbols of the Lord shining brightly before us.  No prayer is so full of Divine Radiance as the Lord’s Prayer.  Every time we pray this prayer, may it help our lives to be a shining example to others and always be mindful of the wonderful truths about our Heavenly Father.

Let us close now by reciting the Lord’s Prayer together and as we pray we will all have a better grasp of what God’s Son meant when He showed by example how we should pray.
