PRESIDENTIAL AND MASONIC OATHS

The same words heard at every Presidential inauguration and at every Masonic degree have to do with the law of ethics, and it relates to promises made.  When a man makes a promise with EVASION , that means he is eluding or avoiding the terms of the promise; and this is done, or it is attempted to be done, by EQUIVOCATION, which is accomplished by giving to the words a secret significance that is different from that which they were intended to convey by the person making the promise so as to mislead, or by MENTAL RESERVATION.  This is saying one thing but meaning another, which is a concealment of certain conditions that the promiser does not share with the promisee.  Making a promise, a person has no intention to keep, violates the law of veracity.  When someone promises us something we trust him, but if later we have a feeling he made the promise, all the while not intending to keep it, then we may be in serious doubt of his veracity. All of this is true for men who are Presidents or men who are Masons.

