PRECEPTS OF MODERN MASONRY

Be Just – because equity sustains the human race.

Be good – because goodness enchains hearts.

Be indulgent – because, feeble thyself, thou shoulder bear with the feebleness of others.

Be kind – because kindness secures affection.

Be grateful – Because gratitude is the food that nourishes liberallity.

Be modest – because pride is offensive to thy fellow beings.

Pardon injuries – because vengeance perpetuates hate.

Render good for evil – because in this way you will rise superior to the evildoer, and make him your friend.

Be forbearing, temperate, and chaste – because voluptuousness, intemperance and sensually are destructive of your existence; and they will render it miserable.

Be a citizen – because thy country is necessary for thy security, and the happiness, and well being.

Defend thy country with thy life – because it is she who secures thee in thy property, and in the possessions of all those things near to thy heart; but never forget that humanity has rights; if thy country wrong thee, if she refuse thee happiness and suffer thee to be oppressed, leave her in silence, but never trouble her.  Support adversity with resignation.

