MASONRY IN A RUT
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Some will say that Freemasonry is stuck in a rut. They will even define a rut as an elongated grave. They are wrong in both remarks. A grave is a terminal ending. It has no way to go, either backward or forward. It is a complete cessation of motion. On the other hand, a rut is made by motion. A rut is made by constant usage. It signifies that the best available way. A rut comes from somewhere. It leads to somewhere. It has a beginning and it has a destination. It was made by those who had a purpose, a plan, a need to progress. 

If Freemasonry is indeed in a rut, that rut was made by untold thousands who chose to travel that route. A traveler who has no fixed plan, no definite purpose, will wander hither and yon with no certain end in view, and leave no trace of his meanderings. Those in the rut follow it because experience has shown that it leads to a definite goal. What, then, is wrong with being in a rut? It was made by progress, not by stagnation. Freemasonry has been on that same track for a long, long  time. It had a beginning six centuries ago. Its rut proves that it had a place to go. There is a destination ahead. Why run aside now to explore paths to nowhere? If the course Masonry chose to follow was faulty, would it not have made that fact evident long ago? The roadway Masonry has made started in almost total darkness. Far, far off, in the distant East, a faint glimmer of light was seen. The Ancient Masons set their course toward that faint glow and century by century they traveled. As they pressed onward that light grew brighter and brighter. Down through the years the light of Freemasonry has steadily increased. Why should we now turn aside from those ruts we have occupied for so long to go careening off across the  country. Looking for new roads, when that light from the East is still shining down on those old and well-traveled ruts we all know so well? 
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