FAMILY NIGHT OR LADIES NIGHT


We of Trinity Lodge, did not ask you, our ladies to come here tonight that we might amuse you, or that we might entertain you.  We are not that foolish.  You can walk across the room at home, turn a dial and have amusement and diversion far beyond what this Lodge and it’s membership could ever bring you.


Rather, we asked you here tonight so that you might meet the friends with whom we associate in this hall, meet our brethren of Trinity Lodge; and that we might meet each of you.


We asked you here tonight so that you might become more familiar with Freemasonry; and by becoming more familiar with it, have a better appreciation of your husband’s pride of membership.


We asked you here tonight that you might walk into a man’s world, and learn something about it.  There has long been too much secrecy and hush-hush about our fraternity.  We have very busily hidden our good points from you for many years.  Our bad points of course you know, and most charitably you forgive us.  So then tonight, let’s look at this Order together and open the unlocked doors.


You have met the officers of the Lodge and you have heard parts of their duties.  These are not idle offices these men hold, they are working offices.  And in the word “working” is a handle to the unlocked door.  Freemasonry glorifies work, its ideal man is a builder.  Trinity Lodge is part of an organization almost 250 years old.  No other fraternity can boast such a long history.  Yet Freemasonry, as we know it, is descended from something even much older, how old we do not know.  That charter hanging on the wall uses the date 926 AD, perhaps it is more, perhaps less.  But the fact remains that we know of the parent and we know something of its life and history.


In those ancient times the operative mason would work at a job site for years, and it was necessary that they have rules of work and regulations of conduct.  It is these rules which have come to us today, refined of their appreciation to construction, purified into their application unto life.


Freemasonry has become a moral force; once it was a highly specialized trade union, it is now a system of teaching truths.


It is an organization essentially religious in nature, but it is not a religion, nor does it attempt to take the place or religion.  He who says that he needs not a church because he has his lodge, simply does not understand the nature of his lodge.  He is not “living his Masonry.”  To buy a cook book does not make you a cook, only by burning water does the bride become a housekeeper.  So it is with Masonry, only by understanding and living it does one become a true Mason.  Only by working at it does he enjoy his membership to the fullest.


We are back to that word “work” again.  The Lodge is said to be at work or at labor, it may be at refreshment, it may be working a degree or at rest.  Why does it work?  That’s a fair question.  Not to pile up money in the bank or erect great buildings.  Those things are only incidental.  Few buildings are erected, actually; and little money is piled up to draw interest.  We aren’t ashamed of money though.  I said we glorify work.  The result of work is wages and our wages are the fees for the degrees and our annual dues.  We aren’t ashamed of them, and we don’t mind asking for them.  I wonder if you have been to the TB sanatorium at Booneville?  The children’s building was built with Masonic money – not tax dollars, and it was freely given to the people of the State, and so was the Children’s school there.  Have you seen the changes our thousands of dollars have made possible at the Children’s Home here in Little Rock?  Have you seen the changes made in children by the finest center for the treatment of burns in the Southwest, the free gift of Masonry?  Do you remember when at State Institutions there wasn’t enough money for drugs, and the Grand Lodge underwrote their purchase until the legislature could meet and vote more money?  You will find no old folks home or cold impersonal orphanage operated by Arkansas Masonry. Others may take pride in such places, but we are persuaded that it is better to spend our money to support the aged or the child in a private home, where attention is normal and love is possible.  We think  women will agree that this is the better course.  But charity is not the purpose of our work, it is only an incidental result of that work.


In every Lodge there is an American flag, and almost all Lodges have a picture of George Washington.  Yes, George Washington was Master of his Lodge in Alexandria, Virginia; but that is not why we have his picture here and leave out the other presidents who were Masons.  No, Washington’s picture is here because he set an example for us to follow, in interest in government and duty to country.  Masons are instructed to be true citizens and obedient to the law, to be interested in government, perhaps that is why we have senators and representatives in Congress today who are our Masonic brothers.  Yet this, too, is not the purpose of our work, it is only an incidental result of that work.


There is that word “work” again. We use it constantly.  We say a Lodge is working when it is conferring a degree or is in a business meeting.  This one is in neither – how can I tell?  Easily, for the Book of Scripture is not open and those three lights are not burning.


By the way, those three lights are in a peculiar form aren’t they?  And why only three, why not four or some other number, you may ask?  Really, the answer is so odd that you may not believe me, but the fact is that they represent the old geometry problem of finding the hypotenuse of a right triangle; you know, the square root the sum of the squares of the two sides equals the hypotenuse.  A very useful bit of information if you are a mason and going to build a great Gothic Cathedral.  Besides it gives you, if you do not know your angle, a way to find a square.  Look now at the officer’s jewels, they contain a square, a level, and a plumb.  You have heard and you have read the expressions about the “level of equality” and  “to act on the square” and the “plumb of rectitude”.  They came from here, from the Masonic Lodge; these expressions of ours have crept into your very language and so have many other sayings.  But believe me, your man doesn’t come here to enrich the English language, that is not the purpose of our work.


The square, the level, and the plumb, represented on the officer’s jewels, were the working tools of the operative masons of yesteryears in the construction of buildings. Today, these, along with many other simple things that convey great ideas or even great truths, are the working tools used by Masons in their teachings.


You have heard the meaning of the presentation of the apron.  I think that you will agree that it is beautiful and stirring.  But consider also some of the other things, one such as this. I know you have watched a brick mason use a trowel to spread his cement to unite the stones into a building, have you ever thought of using that same trowel to teach the idea of spreading love, the cement of love which can unite all mankind?  The square and level you know, but the brother Junior Warden wears a plumb. You may have seen a surveyor with the plumb proving to him that his transit is on a perpendicular, but have you ever thought that a plumb might admonish one to walk and act uprightly before man and before his Maker?


Such things are wisdom, such things can be guide posts.  Such are the things with which we concern ourselves.  I promise you that there isn’t a trap door anywhere.  We have no electric mats, you won’t find a goat or even a devil’s costume.  There is no frivolity here.  This is a Blue Lodge and the color is blue to remind the member of heaven and of God’s love for mankind.  There is no levity here.  You entered the door and passed between two ornamental columns, which remind us of God’s columns of fire and cloud, and you looked to the East, across an altar, to the letter G.  From the time a man enters this room, until the brethren ask God’s blessing at his grave, every thing in this room has but one purpose, everything else is incidental. 


Many lodges are highly ornamented.  Some, up near the ceiling, have the oval symbol of eternity, the acanthus leaf of remembrance, the indentations emblematically of the good and ill in life.  Some lodges are not highly or richly decorated.  But richly or simply ornamented, all lodges point out to your husband, and to all men alike, the great virtues of fortitude, prudence, temperance and justice; a man can learn of brotherly love, relief, charity, and of truth.  


So Freemasonry, with it’s several millions of members and more than 16,000 lodges, works with the simple and rude symbols of the builder, works and teaches with a purpose.  And that purpose is to show how to be better men, therefore better citizens.  Being better men, its members will make their communities better places in which their families are to live.  In order to achieve this, Masonry can only point the way, Masonry can only show the path and set the example, Masonry keeps ever present the true guidepost, which is always on the altar.  It is up to the man to follow the guidepost down the way of life.


We cannot solicit members, any more than we can force members to attend our meetings.   You, our ladies, can encourage both; you, our ladies, can be patient and tolerant with us.  This Lodge needs your gift of understanding, in return it offers you, through its members the pure treasures of heaven and earth.  Perhaps you remember I said this Lodge was not at work, for the Holy Bible was not open.  When that Book is open, we never cross between it and the Worshipful Master in the East.  He must rule and govern this Lodge using that Book as his guide, and we do not want him to lose sight of that Book for one minute.


But, this is your night, not for the Worshipful Masters, or mine or the Lodge’s, and that Holy Book tells us about you, too.  Do you know what it says about you?

The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her,

So that he shall have no need of spoil.

She will do him good and not evil all the days

Of her life.

She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly

With her hands.

She considerith a field and buyeth it:  with the fruit

Of her hands she planteth a vineyard.

She stretcheth our her hand to the poor; yea,she

Reacheth forth her hands to the needy.

She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing

Is silk and purple.

Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth

Among the elders of the land.

Strength and honor are her clothing; and she

Shall rejoice in time to come.

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in 

Her tongue is the law of kindness.

Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her

Husband also, and he praiseth her.

Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou

Excellest them all.

Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain:  but

A woman that feareth the Lord, she

Shall be praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let

Her own works praise her in the gates.

Our words can not add to those 

Of King Lemuel, we can only say

That we are honored that you came;

And, God bless you.

