CORNERSTONE

We see here, the start of no Temple with richly ornamented furnishings and lavish appointments, for we Masons know these are not necessary.  We Masons know that the Lord God demands of us no altar of gold nor does he ask of us a sea of copper.  But rather, He wants the pure heart of a righteous man, an upright man. He wants clean hands, which do not oppress the widow and mistreat the fatherless.

We have today put a stone in the northeast corner of a building, carefully positioned it so that it will catch the first rays of the morning light.  Positioned it to divide that light from the darkness of the North, for we Masons have ever struggled for the light of knowledge and have striven to protect that light of knowledge from the darkness of ignorance.

We will, atop this stone, erect a room, a hall, a Lodge.  A Lodge, which in and of it’s self, is lifeless, but which will have life only as it teaches, teaches friendship, morality, and brotherly love. In the Holy Scripture, we are told that long ago, Wisdom built herself a house.  We have every hope that this house we now erect will be a modern house of Wisdom. As the Scriptural house of Wisdom was supported on the seven pillars hewn by her,  we hope and are sure, that the officers elected and trained here, will support this modern house of Wisdom against the vices and superfluities of life.

We are asked by the world, ‘How shall these officers support this house of Wisdom, how shall they maintain this Lodge whose cornerstone we here lay?’  And to the world, our answer is that they shall do these things, and more, by teaching the ancient principles of the Fraternity.  Those ancient principles are not secret, far from that, they are such that they may be boasted in the very streets.  We may proudly proclaim that the principles for which we stand and the principles we teach are such things as fortitude, prudence, temperance, and justice.  But there is more, much more, that we Masons teach, that will be taught in this Lodge Hall.

We Masons know that all things are given of heaven, save the fear of heaven; and that therefore a man must acquire a faith through his own efforts.  This too, we teach.

We Masons know that on this earth there is no old and there is no new, there is only that which is Everlasting, and who is Eternal.  This too, we teach.

We Masons know that compassion comes not down from heaven until it is called down from earth.  Masons believe in humility, humility before God and man, and also in the love of that which God has made, our fellowman.  And this above all else, we do teach.

We have had cut upon this stone a square and a compass, the ancient symbols of the builder’s art; for it is by the symbolic use of the builder’s tools that we teach.  And should our very civilization falter and fail and fall, we know that after us will come others, see our mark, and know what we have known; know that we have tried to teach and tried to better our selves.

We will erect here a building, and we do now thus publicly lay its cornerstone in Masonic pomp and ceremony for the world to witness.  We want the world to witness, to know, that Masonry is no shamefully secret organization, hiding in the alley ways and skulking in the shadows, but rather it is an ancient society of honorable purposes, composed of men proud to be known as its members.

We have, here today, thus publicly expressed the interest of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Arkansas in this, the new home of one of its over three hundred lodges.  We have, here today, thus openly and publicly expressed the pride of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge in the efforts of these our Brethren of Griffithville Lodge #565.

We, here today, are forging yet another link in the strong fraternal chain of over 16,000 lodges and more that 4,000,000 Masons that stretches across our land.  In the name of the 57,000 Masons of Arkansas, the officers of the Grand Lodge do most sincerely congratulate our Brethren of Griffthville Lodge.

We, today, tested this stone before God and man.  It was proven to be true by the square, the plumb, and the level.  By these implements of the builder’s art it was proven acceptable for your use.

We Masons see the square, the plumb, and the level in another manner.  With us the square represents virtue, the level equality, and the plumb rectitude.  Men are tested by these qualities.  Men, as well as stones, are tested by these implements, and Brethren, when it comes your time to be tested before the throne of the Almighty, may you be proven as worthy for His use as this stone has been proven worthy for your use.  Such is our hope, our prayer today and every day.

