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   Events of note have taken place since my last report:

October 12, 2007: Candidate Education Meeting #2 for Brother David Gombrich was held at Congo Lodge. We await his E.A. proficiency lecture before scheduling his F.C. degree.

October 26, 2007: Several brothers, along with family members, traveled to Rockport Lodge #58 and were treated to refreshments and an inspirational and enlightening slide show presentation with commentary by Lew Waniewski of his recent trip to Israel. We could only imagine the emotions felt as he and his wife traveled through this ancient land where Jesus Christ and his apostles brought forth the Seed of Salvation through His sacrifice and Christianity, as we know it today, was born.

October 27, 2007: The last “Fish Fry” of 2007 was held. Our monthly Fish Fry has proven to be of great benefit beyond our wildest dreams. It has enabled us to pay off all current debts and encumbrances incurred through the construction of our dining hall. Thanks to the support of those members of our fraternity, they’re families and others from the community and the tireless efforts of those members of Congo Lodge #743 and Congo Hill Chapter #620 of the Eastern Star. This will allow us to continue our monthly “Fish Fry” in 2008 directing the proceeds to fill the needs of our community through selected charities, contributions to the needy and rewards to those who have displayed exemplary conduct, civic service and acts of heroism.

November 2, 2007: Our annual “Homecoming and Awards Night” began with a “Pot Luck” Supper at 6 p.m. Afterwards we gathered in the Lodge Room where Past Masters of Congo Lodge were recognized for their special dedication and service with special recognition of Brothers Dave Pelton and Jim Kane as the two oldest living Past Masters present. Also recognized were brothers who had been raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason this year and our youngest Entered Apprentice. “Doc” Christian was welcomed and recognized as a 50 year Mason. We were then treated to a very informative and appropriate presentation by Brother Mike Snyder from Union Chapter, York Rite Masons honoring the support given by a mason’s spouse and family. This was followed by an anxious moment when a symbolic “burning of the note” caused slight damage to the carpet directly in front of the Worshipful Master’s station. Concluding the evening’s festivities Brothers Bill Teague and Bob Watson were recognized for their service in past years and presented with the “Pillars of Soloman” award.

November 5, 2007: “Honor Masons Night”  Our Sisters from Congo Hill Eastern Star Chapter #620 honored the Brothers of Congo Lodge #743 by serving us a meal and presenting us with several generous donations before our stated meeting. Congo Lodge reciprocated with a donation to Congo Hill Chapter #620. It is indeed an honor to be a part of an organization where brothers and sisters can work together for the greater good. During our stated meeting seven visitors from Whittington Lodge #365 came forth to claim the “Traveling Gavel”. It now resides within the sanctum sanctorum of their lodge.

My year as Worshipful Master is fast drawing to a close. I’d like to remind everyone that elections will be held during our December stated meeting. Please make an extra effort to attend and support these brethren who will lead Congo Lodge in 2008. I will admit that I was a little nervous and sometimes questioned my ability to effectively fulfill the obligations honorably, but with the support from the officers and brethren of Congo Lodge I feel that 2007 has been a successful year. I pledge to do all that can to see that our lodge continues to be a positive influence in our community and a “Shining Light” within our Gentle Craft.

The Holiday season is upon us so I’d like to wish you all the best. Give thanks for the many blessings we have received. Reach out to those who are sick, hurting and alone. Remember those who are less fortunate. Never forget those men and women who are serving our country in the military, foreign and domestic, and their families. The sacrifices they have made and the losses they have suffered will make this a very tough year for them. Pray to God to strengthen, guide and guard them. Pray for a timely resolution to the war in the Middle East that they may return home, victorious…

Finally brethren, let me remind you, if you haven’t already paid your annual dues, now is the time to do so. Our Secretary, Chuck Benson and the lodge thanks you in advance for your timely attention to this obligation…

Tommy Gossett, WM

