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   Let me begin by saying I’ve been busy during the past five weeks. Over the Labor Day weekend five Brethren, all members of the “Widows Son’s Masonic Riding Association”, accompanied by two non-masons from Texas, traveled to Hampton, Virginia for the 1st international gathering of the Widows Son’s. There we fellowshipped with approximately 200 brethren from Florida, Texas, Tennessee, Illinois, Kentucky, Virginia & Ontario, Canada. During the ten day pilgrimage we toured the Great Smokey Mountain National Park (going & returning), toured Jamestown Colony, Yorktown & Richmond where we were treated to lunch & a tour of the Masonic Home of Virginia, a lovely facility which provides elderly Masons & their spouses peaceful & secure lodging, meals & an active schedule of events.

   I also traveled to Olive Branch, Ms. To attend the 44th reunion of Southside High School, Memphis, TN. There sure were lots of old people there!

   After a trip to north Texas to visit my in-laws it was good to return home. The wheels had barely stopped spinning when it was time for our October stated meeting. David Joseph Gombrich was elected to receive the three degrees of Masonry. After a candidate education meeting with David & Laura, his wife, David received his EA degree October 5th. David shows great promise & we believe he will be an asset to our lodge & the fraternity as well.

   We had 26 brethren attend our school of instruction held on October 6th. Presiding over the school was RW Brother Oscar Fielder, Deputy Grand Lecturer for district 3. Coffee & donuts were served during registration, compliments of Congo Lodge. The noon meal was prepared & served by the ladies of Congo Hill Chapter #620, OES. Thanks to these “Angels” who are always faithful & attend so well to our needs. The school was very informative & I believe all who attended learned something. I know I did. Congo Lodge has always prided itself in its proficiency of the Masonic ritual & events such as this help us to maintain this legacy.

   Finally, thanks to the Officers, Past Masters & Brethren who stepped up & filled in during my absence. Congo Lodge would not be what it is without your commitment & dedication to our great fraternity…

Tommy Gossett, WM

